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Prineville  District  Office 
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Prineville,  Oregon  97754 


Introduction 


This  planning  update  is  designed  to  keep  you  informed  of  the  Prineville  District's  ongoing  progress 
toward  implementing  land  use  plans.  Your  interest  and  participation  in  various  programs  and  opera- 
tions are  invaluable  to  our  success.  This  update  is  the  fourth  such  document  developed  by  the  District 
over  the  past  4  years  and  we  will  continue  to  provide  this  update  annually.  Thanks  for  your  continued 
interest  in  the  management  of  our  public  lands. 


James  L.  Hancock 
District  Manager 


What  to  Expect  in  This  Document 


Feature  Articles:  Several  articles  have  been  developed 
on  high  public  interest  topics  throughout  the  District. 
These  articles  cover  such  topics  as  salmon  summit, 
forest  health  issues,  off-highway  vehicle  management 
planning,  etc.  A  District  map  is  included  to  help  orient 
you  to  the  geographic  areas  represented  by  these 
articles  as  well  as  other  information  throughout  the 
document. 

Plan  Implementation  Progress:  This  provides  a  brief 
report  of  the  progress  made  last  fiscal  year  toward 
implementation  of  the  District's  three  land  use  plans. 
These  plans  include  the  John  Day  Resource  Manage- 
ment Plan  (RMP)  completed  in  1985,  the  Two  Rivers 
RMP  (1986)  and  the  Brothers-LaPine  RMP  (1989).  The 
District  is  presently  doing  an  amendment  for  the  John 
Day  Resource  Management  Plan.  (See  feature  article 
regarding  this  initiative.)  The  draft  amendment  and  an 
Environmental  Assessment  will  be  completed  and 
available  for  review  in  the  spring  of  1994. 

Volunteer  Program  Activity/Opportunities:  The  BLM 
depends  very  heavily  on  volunteer  service  by  the  public 
in  numerous  activities/roles  to  help  manage  the  public 
lands.  Countless  hours  of  high  quality  public  service 


have  been  donated  annually  throughout  our  District 
and  the  State.  This  section  of  the  summary  will  high- 
light the  valuable  contributions  that  these  dedicated 
volunteers  make  as  well  as  providing  information  about 
the  types  of  opportunities  available  for  future  volunteer 
work  in  the  District. 

Environmental  Assessment(EA)  Register:  The  Eastern 
Oregon  BLM  Districts  have  been  distributing  an  EA 
register  to  interested  individuals  and  groups  for  several 
years.  This  provides  an  opportunity  to  become  in- 
volved or  provide  input  into  a  variety  of  planned 
projects  on  an  individual  project  basis.  Availability  of 
these  EA's  will  be  placed  in  the  "Central  Oregonian" 
newspaper  of  Prineville  as  well  as  the  newspaper 
source  closest  to  the  proposed  action. 

We  hope  you  find  this  document  interesting  and 
informative.  We  want  to  make  future  such  documents 
even  better  and  would  appreciate  any  comments  you 
may  have  regarding  format,  content,  etc.  Please  send 
any  such  comments  to:  District  Manager,  Bureau  of 
Land  Management,  P.O.  Box  550,  Prineville,  OR  97754. 
Thanks  for  your  continued  interest  in  the  Prineville 
District's  activities. 
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Salmon 
Summit 


The  Northwest  Power  Planning  Council 
amended  its  Columbia  River  Basin  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Program.  The  amendment  was  in 
response  to  a  request  from  the  Northwest  Gover- 
nors, the  region's  Congressional  delegation,  and 
the  National  Marine  Fisheries  Service  for  a 
comprehensive  strategy  for  improving  salmon  at 
every  stage  of  their  life  cycle. 

The  specific  program  elements  are  outlined  in 
Volumes  I  and  II  of  "Strategy  for  Salmon," 
published  in  1992  by  the  Northwest  Power 
Planning  Council.  As  part  of  that  strategy,  the 
BLM  was  asked  to  review  all  livestock  manage- 
ment plans  for  public  lands  it  administers  that 
provide  habitat  for  Columbia  River  anadromous 
fish.  Each  plan  was  to  be  amended,  updated  or 
changed,  as  necessary,  to  meet  the  Council's 
habitat  objectives,  enhance  riparian  objectives, 
and  comply  with  State  water  quality  standards. 

Early  in  fiscal  year  1993,  the  Prineville  BLM 
District  began  a  process  to  meet  this  commit- 
ment. The  process  was  designed  around  the 
idea  that  each  allotment  needed  to  be  reviewed 
in  the  larger  context  as  part  of  a  watershed,  and 
that  these  watersheds  needed  review  by  an 
interdisciplinary  team. 
This  concept  was  to 
ensure  that  not  only 
would  the  entire  water- 
shed impacting  anadro- 
mous fish  be  assessed, 
but  that  the  needs  be 
addressed  now  for  other 
resources  which  may  be 
at  risk.  To  accomplish 
this  process,  the  district 
requested  and  received 
a  budget  which  allowed 


for  hiring  22  additional  people.  This  number 
includes  all  support  staff — such  as  administra- 
tive, cultural  and  engineering — which  are 
needed  to  conduct  this  plan  review  process  from 
its  inception  through  implementation. 

Staff  began  arriving  in  early  May,  and  they 
started  allotment  field  reviews  the  next  month. 
Their  task  was  to  review  the  district's  389  allot- 
ments that  either  provide  habitat  or  affect  the 
water  quality  of  anadromous  fish  in  the  De- 
schutes River  and  the  John  Day  River.  Of  the  40 
allotments  analyzed  since  June,  30  met  Salmon 
Summit  objectives.  Each  evaluation  includes 
recommendations  for  changes  in  grazing  man- 
agement. The  necessary  changes  in  grazing 
management  will  be  made  by  agreement  with 
the  operator  or  by  decision.  Range  and  habitat 
improvement  projects  that  will  correct  problems 
will  also  be  instituted. 

In  addition  to  the  40  allotment  analyses,  field 
studies  were  conducted  on  an  additional  65 
allotments.  Data  from  those  studies  are  being 
analyzed  now,  and  their  evaluations  are  ex- 
pected to  be  complete  in  FY  1994.  Changes  in 
management  and  range  improvements  are 
expected  to  begin  by  the  end  of  FY  1994. 

Altogether,  field  studies  will  be  done  on  200 
allotments  this  fiscal  year.  The  allotment  evalua- 
tion process  is  intended  to  be  completed  by 
December  31, 1996.  The  district's  goal  is  to  fulfill 
this  evaluation  commitment,  and  also  to  imple- 
ment a  large  percentage 
of  these  allotment 
recommendations  to 
meet  the  objectives.  In 
this  schedule,  imple- 
mentation of  manage- 
ment changes  and 
projects  will  begin  on  30 
allotments  in  FY  1994 
with  priority  given  to 
watersheds  with  more 
significant  anadromous 
habitat. 


A  female  steelhead  heading  up  Oak  Canyon  Creek  to 
spawn. 


John  Day  Resource 
Management  Plan 
Amendment 


An  amendment  to  the  John  Day  Resource  Management  Plan  (RMP)  is  being  prepared  to 
address  retention,  acquisition  and  disposal  of  public  lands  in  the  Grant  County  portion 
of  the  Central  Oregon  Resource  Area.  The  amendment  will  identify  specific  tracts  of 
public  lands  that  should  be  retained  for  public  benefit,  public  lands  that  should  be 
disposed  of  and  the  method  for  their  disposal,  and  private  land  that  could  be  acquired 
for  public  benefit.  It  will  also  provide  assessment  of  five  specific  proposed  land  ex- 
changes. 

The  proposed  consolidations  would  bring  isolated  public  land  into  manageable  blocks, 
increasing  the  effectiveness  of  BLM  management  and  improving  availability  of  the 
public  land  for  public  use.  Even  with  the  proposed  exchanges,  however,  significant 
public  land  would  remain  as  fragmented,  isolated  parcels  which  are  difficult  and  expen- 
sive to  manage  and  generally  inaccessible  for  public  use.  The  proposed  plan  amend- 
ment would  facilitate  future  acquisition  and  disposal  to  alleviate  this  situation. 

The  planning  process  is  designed  to  enable  the  BLM  to  accommodate  the  public's  de- 
sired uses  of  the  public 
lands  while  complying 
with  laws  established 
by  Congress,  as  well  as 
policies  of  the  federal 
executive  branch. 

The  draft  amendment 
and  an  environmental 
assessment  will  be 
completed  and  avail- 
able for  a  60-day  pub- 
lic review  and  com- 
ment period  during 
the  spring  of  1994. 
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Forest  Health  Issues 


Like  a  majority  of  Oregon  forest  lands  east  of  the 
Cascade  Mountains,  many  forest  stands  in  the 
Prineville  District  are  unhealthy.  The  effects  of  the 
recent  drought,  exclusion  of  fire  as  a  natural 
ecological  process,  and  overstocking — particularity 
in  less  desirable  tree  species — have  resulted  in  stand 
infestation  by  a  variety  of  insects.  These  insects  occur 
naturally  and  do  little  harm  when  in  balance  in  the 
environment;  however,  when  the  balance  is  awry — 
such  as  with  the  drought  and  other  conditions  just 
described — the  insects  seriously  damage  or  even 
completely  destroy  forests.  Because  of  the  district's 
insect-infestation  problems,  forest  health  issues  are 
a  primary  concern  receiving  increasing  focus  in  forest 
management  objectives. 

Making  the  forest  health  issue  more  complex  is  that 
the  Prineville  District's  commercial  forest  lands  are 
spread  over  portions  of  nine  eastern  Oregon  counties, 
resulting  in  diverse  geographic  settings.  Equally  as 
diverse  are  forest  types,  which  range  from  pure 
stands  of  lodgepole  and  ponderosa  pine,  to  mixed 
stands  dominated  by  Douglas-fir  and  white  fir. 
Approximately  86,000  acres  (72  percent)  of  the 
district's  120,000  acres  of  timberland  are  classified 
for  timber  production. 

In  addition,  by  strict  definition,  the  district's  500,000 
acres  of  juniper-covered  lands  are  also  forest  land, 
but  they  are  more  commonly  referred  to  as 
woodlands  to  differentiate  them  from  the  commercial 
timber-producing  forest  lands.  Firewood  and  posts 
are  the  primary  forest  products  of  the  district's 
juniper-covered  lands  (see  related  article  in  this  issue 
on  Juniper  Management). 


Successful,  fully  stocked  seed  tree  unit  after  15  years,  (cut  in  late  70s) 


The  effects  of  deteriorating  forest  health  have  been 
most  challenging  in  the  district's  lodgepole  pine 
forest  lands  near  La  Pine.  It  is  there  that  a  decade- 
long  battle  against  a  mountain  pine  beetle  infestation 
has  been  fought  with  varied  success.  In  1980, 
approximately  20,000  acres — roughly  half  of  the 
district's  forest  land  in  the  La  Pine  area — consisted 
of  overstocked,  mature  and  over-mature  timber. 
Recognizing  that  timber  in  this  condition  is  highly 
susceptible  to  damage  by  the  mountain  pine  beetle, 
an  accelerated  harvest  program  was  initiated  in  1983 
in  an  attempt  to  abate  further  spread  of  the  problem. 
Not  until  the  beetle  had  destroyed  a  majority  of  its 
suitable  habitat,  however,  did  the  infestation  subside. 

In  some  forested  areas,  this  beetle  epidemic  killed 
90  percent  of  the  timber  and  the  resulting  extreme 
fire  hazard  necessitated  action  to  prevent  a  major  fire. 
Fire  hazard  is  an  extremely  pressing  issue,  especially 
in  areas  like  LaPine  when  population  centers  and 
housing  developments  are  threatened.  In  the  past 
10  years,  approximately  127  million  board  feet  of 
dead-and-dying  timber  has  been  salvaged  from  these 
beetle-killed  stands.  The  salvage  has  dramatically 
reduced  fire  danger  on  thousands  of  acres  of  forest 
land.  Areas  treated  in  the  early  1980s  are  recovering 
well  with  natural  regeneration,  and  have  new  healthy 
forests  growing  again. 


As  timber  salvage  and  fire  hazard  reduction  efforts 
in  the  La  Pine  area  decreased  this  past  year,  a  forest 
health  inventory  was  initiated  on  approximately 
44,000  acres  of  other  district  forest  lands.  The 
inventory  consists  of  reviewing  stands  for  their  state 
of  health,  and  then  evaluating  them  for  solutions  to 
either  fix  existing  problems  or  prevent  a  decline  in 
forest  health.  The  intense  inventory  work  will 
require  a  multi-year  commitment  to  data  gathering 
and  assessment.  The  scope  of  this  inventory  will 
include  the  concept  of  maintaining  species,  their 
genetic  diversity,  and  the  habitat  that  supports  them. 
This  broad  scope  will  require  that  multi-resource 
coordination  and  consultation  be  an  integral  part 
of  all  treatments  planned.  An  emphasis  will  be 
made  on  understanding  specific  site 
characteristics  and  trying  to  imitate  the  natural, 
healthy  events  and  processes  that  occur  within 
the  forest. 


After  the  inventory  is  complete,  the  district  will 
update  its  land  use  plans.  The  update  will  reflect 
where  land  exchanges  have  occurred,  consider 
additional  land  use  constraints  for  ecosystem  or 
landscape  ecology,  identify  and  stratify  old- 
growth  forest  stands,  and  determine 
management  practices  needed  to  sustain  healthy 
forest  ecosystems  on  the  Prineville  District. 


Juniper  Control  -  An  Evolution 
to  Ecosystem  Management 


control  being  completed  by  1983  in  the  Bear 
Creek  watershed. 

Since  then,  under  the  guidance  of  three 
documents  (the  1983  Brothers  Rangeland 
Program  Summary,  the  1985  John  Day 
Resource  Management  Plan,  and  the  1989 
Brothers/LaPine  RMP),  juniper  control 
projects  have  been  completed  on  an  addi- 
tional 11,000  acres. 


The  current  strategy  of  managing  the  nearly 
500,000  acres  of  juniper  woodlands  of  the 
Prineville  BLM  District  has  evolved  over  the 
past  30  years.  Results  of  earlier  juniper 
control  projects  and  the  increasing  realiza- 
tion of  the  importance  of  properly  function- 
ing watersheds  has  brought  the  district  to  a 
more  balanced  ecosystem  management 
program. 

In  the  late  1960s,  there  were  several  juniper 
control  projects  on  BLM  lands  in  eastern  Oregon. 
These  projects  were  funded  by  the  Oregon 
Department  of  Fish  and  Wildlife  to  increase 
forage  for  mule  deer.  The  projects  successfully 
increased  habitat  diversity  for  the  deer. 

Some  correlations  between  juniper  and  overall 
watershed  conditions  were  beginning  to  be 
studied  in  the  early  1970s.  High  rates  of  soil 
erosion  and  lack  of  ground  cover  in  juniper 
invasion  sites  were  recognized  in  the  Prineville 
District's  1975  Bear  Creek  Watershed  Plan.  This 
plan  called  for  additional  juniper  cutting  to 
improve  the  watershed  and  provide  improved 
mule  deer  habitat.  Implementation  of  the  plan 
resulted  in  approximately  10,000  acres  of  juniper 


After  Thinning. 


The  juniper  control  work  done  in  the  Prineville 
District  has  been  very  successful  in  increasing 
ground  cover,  reducing  erosion,  and  increasing 
habitat  diversity.  However,  the  real  benefit — 
and  one  that  was  not  anticipated — was  the 
improvement  in  the  water  cycle.  Several  springs 
previously  not  known  to  exist  have  appeared 
and  many  dry  gullies  regained  perennial  water 
flows. 

In  1993,  the  Oregon  State  University  Extension 
Service  published  a  summary  of  the  various 
research  regarding  the  effects  of  western  juniper 
on  the  water  cycle  and  the  vegetative  commu- 
nity. This  research  provides  data  on  the  interac- 
tions between  water  interception,  transpiration, 


evapotransporation,  ground  cover,  and  vegeta- 
tive competition.  The  Oregon  State  research 
helped  clarify  the  dominant  effect  of  invasion 
juniper  on  the  water  cycle  processes. 

Currently,  the  Prineville  District  identifies  the 
natural  old-growth  juniper  sites  for  preservation 
while  at  the  same  time  inventorying  the  juniper 
invasion  areas.  When  invasion  sites  are  identi- 
fied, they  are  rated  for  their  potential  to  contrib- 
ute to  long-term  deterioration  of  the  watershed. 
Some  sites  in  the  early  stages  of  invasion  may  be 
controlled  quite  easily  with  prescribed  fire, 
while  other  areas  may  have  deteriorated  to  the 
point  that  mechanical  methods  will  be  needed  to 
control  the  juniper  invasion  and  stabilize  the 
watershed. 


The  Prineville  District  is  striving  to  provide  a 
balanced  juniper  management  program,  one  that 
incorporates  retention  of  some  juniper  stands 
and  control  of  others.  Considering  the  nearly 
500,000  acres  of  juniper  in  the  district  and  the 
importance  of  maintaining  properly  functioning 
watersheds,  the  Prineville  District  has  a  chal- 
lenging opportunity  in  the  coming  years. 

To  receive  a  copy  of  the  Oregon  State  University 
summary  of  the  research  on  juniper  and  the 
water  cycle,  contact  the  Oregon  State  University 
Extension  Service  in  Corvallis,  Oregon  and  ask 
for  the  publication  "Western  Juniper:  Its  Impact 
and  Management  in  Oregon  Rangeland,"  EC 
1417,  published  February  1993. 


Millican  Valley  Off -Highway 
Vehicle  Management  Plan 


The  Millican  Valley  Off-Highway  Recreation 
Area  was  designated  for  Off-Highway  Vehicle 
(OH V)  use  in  1979.  The 
1979  management  plan 
identified  specific  areas 
and  times  of  the  year 
when  casual  and  com- 
petitive OHV  use  could 
be  allowed,  while 
recognizing  the  need  to 
minimize  conflicts  with 
sage  grouse  strutting 
areas,  as  well  as  deer 
and  antelope  winter 
ranges. 


Over  the  years,  use  has 
increased  within  the 
designated  area.  There 
are  now  approximately 
6,000  visitor  days  of 
casual  and  competitive 
OHV  use  annually. 


Current  management  of  the  area  is  guided  by 
the  1989  Brothers  LaPine  Resource  Management 


Four  wheeled  vehicle  events  follow  existing  roads  and  trails. 


Motorcyclist  riding  trails  and  getting  out  on  "The  Desert". 

Plan /Environmental  Impact  Statement,  which 
designated  65,000  acres  of  public  lands  in  this 
area  for  OHV  use  and  directed  BLM  to  update 
the  1979  management  plan. 

The  BLM  has  not  developed  any  trails  for  casual 
OHV  use  nor  signed  any  trails,  and  there  are  no 
developed  campground  facilities  at  this  time. 
Current  efforts  have  included  using  funds  from 
the  State  of  Oregon  ATV  Committee  to  install 
OHV  cattleguards,  information  boards,  and 
entrance  signs  for  this  area. 

Current  direction  also  includes  updating  the 
natural  resource  and  recreation  management 
decisions  in  the  plan.  About  a  year  ago,  BLM 
and  a  group  of  citizens  representing  natural 
resource  concerns  and  recreational  interests 
identified  the  following  issues  related  to  Off- 
Highway  Vehicle  use  and  the  protection  of 
natural  resource  values: 


Wildlife: 

•  Management  of  OHV  and 
other  recreation  use  in  a 
manner  that  avoids  or  miti- 
gates conflicts  with  wildlife 
and  wildlife  habitat,  espe- 
cially sagegrouse  and  win- 
tering deer. 

Soil  and  Vegetation: 

•  Management  of  OHV  and 
other  non-motorized  recre- 
ation use  in  a  manner  that 
avoids  or  mitigates  re- 
source damage  to  soil  and 
vegetation,  including  po- 
tential threatened  and  en- 
dangered plant  species. 

Cultural  Resources: 

•  Management  of  OHV  and 
other  non-motorized  recre- 
ation use  to  protect  cultural 
resources. 


Private  Lands: 

•  Management  of  recreation  use  to  avoid  or  mitigate 
conflicts  and  trespass  on  private  lands. 

•  Whether  easements  across  non-federal  lands  should 
be  pursued,  and  if  yes,  where? 

•  Whether  land  acquisition  of  non-federal  public  lands 
should  be  pursued,  and  if  yes,  where? 

•  Whether  land  exchanges  and  cooperative  land  man- 
agement agreements  should  be  pursued  with  state 
and  county-owned  properties  to  enhance  recreation 
opportunities  and  manageability. 

User  Education  and  Compliance: 

•  How  to  use  education,  engineering  of  trails,  and 
enforcement  to  meet  educational  and  compliance 
needs. 

Motorized  and  Non-Motorized  Competitive  Events: 

•  Management  of  competitive  events  within  the  area. 

•  Identification  of  areas  and  trails  appropriate  for  com- 
petitive events. 

•  Appropriate  season  of  use  for  competitive  events. 

•  Type  of  events  to  allow. 

•  Number  of  events  to  allow  on  an  annual  basis. 


Recreation: 

•  Type  and  location  of  motorized  and  non-motorized 
trail  riding  opportunities  to  provide. 

•  Type  and  location  of  facilities  to  be  used  in  the 
Millican  area. 

•  Areas  and  trails  to  be  available  for  use;  and  areas 
and  trails  to  be  closed  and  rehabilitated,  and  meth- 
ods for  these  actions. 


Update  of  the  Millican  Valley  OHV  Management 
Plan/Environmental  Assessment  is  expected  to 
be  complete  the  summer  of  1994.  Opportunities 
for  public  comments  will  be  through  public 
workshops,  the  Environmental  Assessment 
process,  and  the  citizen  work  group.  For  more  in- 
formation, contact  Berry  Phelps  at  (503)  447-8723. 


Sutton  Mountain 
Coordinated  Resource 
Management  Plan 

When  the  final  phase  of  the  Sutton  Mountain  ex- 
change in  Wheeler  County  was  completed  in  1991, 
development  started  on  a  Sutton  Mountain  Coordi- 
nated Resource  Management  Plan  (CRMP).  The 
challenging  task  of  developing  the  CRMP  covering 
this  100-square  mile  block  of  public  land  continues  to 
involve  many  resource  specialists  of  the  Prineville 
BLM  District  and  many  members  of  the  public. 

The  two  groups  directly  involved  in  the  CRMP 
development  effort  are  the  BLM's  Interdisciplinary 
Team  (ID  Team)  and  the  Ad  Hoc  Planning  Group. 
The  ID  Team  consists  of  13  BLM  resource  specialists 
representing  all  the  resources  and  uses  in  the  Sutton 
Mountain  area.  The  Ad  Hoc  Planning  Group  is 
comprised  of  18  people  representing  a  diversity  of 
groups — including  the  Oregon  Natural  Desert 
Association,  individual  ranchers  with  grazing 
privileges  in  the  CRMP  area,  Oregon  State  University 
Extension  Service,  Oregon  Department  of  Fish  and 
Wildlife,  Oregon  Native  Plant  Society,  Wheeler 
County  Soil  and  Water  Conservation  District,  Oregon 


Office  Automation 
Modernization 

Over  the  past  several  years,  there  has  been  an  explo- 
sion of  information  technologies.  During  this  time 
the  Prineville  District  has  increased  reliance  on 
computers  to  automate  daily  tasks.  To  ensure  the 
BLM  is  positioned  to  perform  in  the  highly  auto- 
mated present  and  future,  an  ambitious  computer 
modernization  contract  was  recently  awarded  and  is 
currently  being  installed  at  several  locations.  The 
contract  calls  for  replacing  existing  Personal  Com- 
puter technology  with  state-of-the-art  computer  and 
communication  systems.  The  goals  of  modernization 
are  to  improve  ways  in  which  the  BLM  conducts 
daily  business  and  improve  resource  management 
decisions.  Daily  business  can  be  improved  by 
electronically  snaring  information  within  offices, 
with  other  federal  and  state  agencies,  and  with 
private  organizations.  Resource  management  deci- 
sions can  be  improved  and  made  more  timely 
through  the  use  of  Graphic  Information  Systems 
(GIS). 

The  GIS  in  particular  has  been  a  great  advancement 
to  public  land  management  decision  making.  Basi- 
cally, a  Graphic  Information  System  creates  maps  by 
using  several  overlays.  Each  overlay  represents  a 
specific  resource  or  item  such  as  vegetation,  roads, 


Trout,  National  Park  Service,  Public  Lands  Restora- 
tion Task  Force  and  the  Oregon  Watershed  Improve- 
ment Coalition. 

The  ID  Team  has  developed  five  alternatives  for 
consideration  in  the  environmental  assessment  and 
CRMP.  These  alternatives  range  from  Alternative  A 
which  is  very  much  commodity  oriented,  to  Alterna- 
tive E  which  is  very  non-commodity  oriented.  For 
example,  the  number  of  proposed  projects  varies 
among  the  five  different  alternatives.  Alternative  A, 
the  most  commodity  oriented,  proposes  construction 
of  approximately  29  miles  of  fence,  placement  of  6 
cattleguards,  and  development  of  39  springs.  Alter- 
native E,  with  the  least  commodity  focus,  proposes 
constructing  only  5  miles  of  fence,  2  cattleguards,  and 
no  spring  developments. 

At  their  last  meeting,  the  Ad  Hoc  Planning  Group 
requested  that  all  five  alternatives  be  developed  to 
the  same  level  of  detail.  They  also  wanted  to  review 
and  comment  on  a  finished  environmental  assess- 
ment. The  ID  Team  is  now  working  to  develop  the 
alternatives  in  similar  detail,  and  will  make  the 
environmental  assessment  available  for  public  review 
and  comment.  The  alternatives  are  nearly  complete 
and  the  ID  Team  has  started  work  on  the  environ- 
mental assessment  portion  of  the  process.  Comple- 
tion of  the  CRMP  is  expected  this  spring.  The  next 
step  will  be  a  public  review  period  after  the  docu- 
ment is  completed. 


boundaries,  habitat,  elevation,  or  trails.  The  sample 
map  below  consists  of  road,  city,  and  boundary 
overlays.  As  resource  specialists  identify  specific 
projects  or  areas  to  analyze,  they  will  collect  the 
necessary  information,  electronically  convert  the 
information  into  an  overlay,  and  combine  overlays. 
This  method  can  help  specialists  quickly  combine 
and  analyze  information. 

Local  implementation  of  the  modernization  contract 
is  expected  in  1995. 


National   Forest   Boundary 

MS 
Road. 


Sample   GIS   Map 


Pipeline  Expansion 
Project  Completed 


Completed  Section  of  PGT/PGE  Pipeline. 

The  Pipeline  Expansion  Project  initiated  in  1992 
by  the  Pacific  Gas  Transmission/Portland  Gas  & 
Electric  (PGT/PG&E)  on  BLM-administered 
lands  in  central  Oregon  was  finished  in  late  1993 
with  completion  of  the  Shaniko  Loop  at  Cow 
Canyon  adjacent  to  Highway  97.  The  850-mile 
project  expanded  the  pipeline's  transporting 
capability  to  nearly  one  billion  cubic  feet  of 
natural  gas  per  day  from  Alberta,  Canada,  to 
Fresno,  California.  A  42-inch  steel  pipe  was 
placed  adjacent  to  the  existing  30-inch  line, 
which  was  constructed  in  1962  and  continues  to 
transport  natural  gas  today — some  30  years  later. 

Construction  on  the  65-mile  pipeline  section 
between  Gilchrist  and  Redmond  began  in  late 
October  of  1992  and  was  completed  a  year  later. 
This  section  was  constructed  during  the  winter 
of  1992-93  when  snow  depths  reached  36  inches 
throughout  most  of  the  winter.  The  contractor, 
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Willbros  Energy  Services 
of  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  used 
D-8  dozers  to  remove 
snow  from  the  97-foot 
wide  right-of-way. 


Another  challenge  faced 
along  this  65-mile  stretch 
was  that  13  miles  of  BLM- 
administered  land  con- 
tained extensive  solid  lava 
flow  rock.  Heavy  blasting 
was  required  to  construct 
a  trench  that  was  5-foot 
wide  and  8-foot  deep. 
This  project  generated 
approximately  250,000 
cubic  yards  of  excess  rock. 
The  contractor  had  to 
remove  not  only  this 
material,  but  another 
200,000  cubic  yards  of  rock  left  in  a  berm  in  the 
right-of-way  during  the  1962  construction  of  the 
original  30-inch  pipeline.  A  major  creative 
cleanup  effort  was  required  to  place  and  haul  all 
of  this  excess  rock  from  the  right-of-way. 
Willbros  Energy  Services  did  an  excellent  job  of 
restoring  the  area  to  resemble  its  pre-1962  ap- 
pearance. 

The  Cow  Canyon  pipeline  section,  located  20 
miles  north  of  Madras  and  adjacent  to  Highway 
97,  was  highly  visible  from  this  major  travel 
route.  This  visual  sensitivity  presented  the  most 
challenges  to  this  section.  Construction  started 
mid-August  1993  by  Gregory/Cook  Inc.  head- 
quartered in  Houston,  Texas.  Instead  of  con- 
structing normal  waterbars  to  prevent  erosion  of 
this  steep  south-facing  site,  the  contractor  used 
extra  Jute  and  Curlex  matting  to  reduce  the 
visual  impact  and  accelerate  vegetation  estab- 
lishment. 


Pipeline  construction  north  of  Madras. 

An  interesting  sidelight  in  this  section  was  a 
paleontological  find  a  few  hundred  feet  off  BLM- 
administered  land.  Dr.  William  Orr,  Professor  of 
Geology  at  the  University  of  Oregon,  and  an 
associate — Robert  Under — collected  samples 
from  the  excavated  John  Day  Formation.  The 
fossils  had  more  than  20  types  of  leaves,  and  also 
insects  and  fish.  Recovery  of  these  fossils  from 
the  same  location  was  considered  unusual  and 
significant. 

Of  the  33  miles  of  pipeline  project  on  BLM- 
administered  land,  most  have  been  seeded  with 
predominantly  native  species.  Seeding  started 
in  the  fall  of  1992  and  was  continued  in  the  fall 


of  1993.  Those  sections 
seeded  in  1992  and  early 
1993  have  been  very 
successfully  revegetated 
because  the  heavy  winter 
snowfall  and  spring/ 
summer  rains  provided 
the  needed  moisture. 

This  project  was  possibly 
the  most  environmentally 
scrutinized  pipeline 
project  ever  in  the  United 
States.  The  excavation 
portion  of  the  construction 
was  observed  by  a  host  of 
monitors  from  local 
Native  American  Tribes 
and  several  archeologists. 
Technical  aspects  of  the 
project  were  inspected  by 
PGT/PG&E,  Bechtel  Corporation,  and  federal 
agencies;  the  companies  even  hired  their  own 
environmental  inspectors.  The  Prineville  BLM 
District  was  interested  in  the  entire  project,  but 
had  particular  interest  in  surface  compliance, 
including  land  clearing,  grading,  cleanup,  and 
revegetation.  The  district  provided  inspectors  to 
ensure  surface  compliance. 


Pipeline  construction  in  Cow  Canyon  north  of  Madras. 


II 


Weed 
Management 


Controlling  weeds  on  the  public  lands  man- 
aged by  the  Prineville  BLM  District  started 
as  a  small  program  in  1988  with  a  minor 
amount  of  funding  for  county  weedmasters. 
From  that  beginning  through  1992,  the  BLM 
paid  county  weedmasters  to  apply  herbi- 
cides on  public  lands  along  county  roads. 
This  work  was  done  on  a  very  small  scale 
(and  budget)  to  keep  the  public  lands  from 
being  the  seed  or  plant  source  for  spreading 
weeds  from  roads  and  recreational  sites 
along  the  lower  Deschutes  River  onto  the 
adjacent  private  agricultural  lands.  In  1993, 
these  efforts  doubled  in  both  acres  treated 
and  dollars  expended  as  the  district  priority 
shifted  to  a  more  proactive  program.  The 
proactive  stance  resulted  from  the  recogni- 
tion of  the  extent  of  rapidly  expanding  weed 
infestations  into  all  areas  of  the  district. 


into  Wild  and  Scenic  Rivers  and  Wilderness 
Study  Areas  where  weed  problems  are 
rapidly  expanding.  These  areas  have  diffi- 
cult access  and  very  little  previous  weed 
control  work. 

Both  the  State  and  counties  list  priority 
treatment  for  Yellowstar  Thistle  and  knap- 
weeds (Diffuse,  Spotted,  and  Russian),  Leafy 
Spurge,  Mediterranean  Sage,  Dalmation 
ToadFlax,  Tansy  Ragwort,  Rush  Skeleton 
Weed,  Scotch  Thistle,  St.  Johnswort,  White 
Top,  Puncture  Vine,  African  Rue,  and 
Medusahead  Rye.  Weed  control  methods  are 
a  combination  of  cultural  (prevention)  prac- 
tices; physical  control  practices  such  as 
mechanical  (disking,  mowing  or  plowing), 
manual  (hand  tools  or  hand  pulling)  and 
prescribed  fire;  biological  control  through 
natural  or  introduced  insects,  pathogens  or 
competitive  seeding;  and  chemical  (herbi- 
cides) control. 


In  1994,  the  district 
expects  to  treat  an  esti- 
mated 3,500  acres, 
nearly  double  1993 
treatment  in  both  acres 
treated  and  dollars 
spent.  The  update  and 
completion  of  the  Dis- 
trict Integrated  Weed 
Management  environ- 
mental assessment  (EA) 
is  expected  this  winter. 
A  lower  John  Day  River 
Weed  Initiative  EA  is 
also  expected  to  be 
finished  this  year.  These 
planning  efforts  support 
additional  weed  control 


Dalmation  Toadflax  (Linania  daltnatica).  Dalmation  Toadflax  along  river  in 
Gilliam  County  within  Lower  John  Day  River,  Wilderness  Study  Area. 


12 


Wild  &  Scenic  River 
Planning  and  Implementation 


Deschutes  River  Plan 
Implementation 

Much  work  has  been  done  on  the  Lower  De- 
schutes River  in  the  past  few  years.  In  1992  and 
1993,  Long  Bend  and  Oasis  drive-in  campsites 
were  rehabilitated  in  an  effort  to  protect  riparian 
and  upland  areas.  Bulletin  boards  with  signs 
discussing  fee  payments,  fire  and  campground 
regulations  and  "leave  no  trace"  camping  tech- 
niques were  installed  at  every  drive-in  campsite 
from  the  Locked  Gate  to  Macks  Canyon. 

Accessible  toilets  for  people  with  disabilities 
were  installed  at  Macks  Canyon.  The  Trout 
Creek  trail  was  revamped,  extending  from  the 
Trout  Creek  Recreation  Site  to  Mecca  Flat. 

Plans  for  1994  include  upgrading  of  recreation 
sites  at  Harpham  Flat,  Grey  Eagle,  Blue  Hole, 
Lower  Blue  Hole,  Oak  Springs,  Surf  City  and 
White  River.  Grey  Eagle,  Lower  Blue  Hole  and 
Surf  City  will  be  day-use  sites,  and  will  be  closed 
to  use  from  sunset  to  sunrise.  There  is  no  charge 
for  day  use. 

Other  changes  slated  for  1994  include  installa- 
tion of  new  toilets  at  Oasis  and  recycled  plastic 
picnic  tables  at  drive-in  sites  along  the  Lower 
Deschutes  River.  Signs  with  international 
symbols  designating  authorized  and  unautho- 
rized uses  and  "no  camping"  signs  will  be 
installed.  No  unattended  parking  will  be  al- 
lowed at  Buckhollow  launch  area. 

The  Environmental  Assessment  and  Project  Plan 
for  Mecca  Flat  has  been  completed.  However, 
the  access  issue  has  yet  to  be  resolved. 

In  accordance  with  the  guidelines  set  forth  in  the 
final  Lower  Deschutes  River  Management  Plan 


and  Environmental  Impact  Statement,  the  BLM 
will  continue  to  install  facilities  and  provide 
increased  services  along  the  river.  As  always, 
we  welcome  your  ideas  and  suggestions. 


Work  on  John  Day 
Wild  &  Scenic  River 
Plan  Continues 


The  formal  public  comment  period  has  ended 
for  the  Draft  John  Day  Wild  and  Scenic  River 
Management  Plan.  Public  comment  to  date  has 
focused  on  fisheries  habitat-related  issues,  such 
as  cattle  grazing  and  the  condition  of  the  ripar- 
ian zone.  A  supplement  to  the  draft  plan  will  be 
prepared  to  address  these  concerns.  Other  issues 
addressed  in  the  plan  are  level  of  development, 
access,  limits  of  use,  and  motorized  boating. 

Work  is  already  underway  to  make  positive 
changes  along  the  John  Day  River.  Sites  with 
resource  damage  are  being  identified  to  imple- 
ment resource  protection  measures.  At  Monu- 
ment, groundwork  has  just  been  completed  for  a 
new  day-use  and  launch  area;  a  toilet  and  picnic 
tables  will  be  installed  there  this  year.  Mile  Post 
99  between  Spray  and  Kimberly  has  been 
recontoured  and  will  be  developed  into  a  day- 
use  site. 

The  BLM  is  currently  trying  to  complete  a  land 
exchange  for  the  Service  Creek  site  with  the 
Oregon  Department  of  Transportation. 

There  will  be  increased  signing  (e.g.,  identifica- 
tion of  launch  sites,  and  public  and  private 
lands)  to  alleviate  resource  damage  and  to  help 
orient  visitors. 
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Crooked  River  Plan 
Implementation 

Implementation  efforts  for  1994  are  underway 
on  the  Crooked  River  Plan.  The  BLM  is  finish- 
ing a  two-tiered,  newly  designed,  drive-in 
campsite  at  Cobble  Rock.  A  toilet  will  be  in- 
stalled, and  gravel  will  be  laid  on  roads,  parking 
areas  and  camp  spurs. 

Greenwood  Recreation  Site  will  be  converted  to 
a  day-use  area  with  two  sites.  Access  to  the  site 
will  be  improved,  and  parking  areas  and  vehicle 
barriers  will  be  installed.  Approximately  0.25- 
mile  of  access  off  the  highway  will  be  closed  to 
vehicle  traffic  to  protect  fragile  resources. 

Fall  plans  for  1994  include  the  redesign  and 
reconstruction  of  Poison  Butte  campground  and 
the  development  of  an  adjacent  day-use  area. 

Along  the  river,  signs  with  international  symbols 
designating  authorized  and  unauthorized  uses 
and  "no  camping"  signs  will  be  installed.  Re- 
cycled plastic  picnic  tables  will  be  placed  at 
drive-in  sites. 

Increased  camping  opportunities  will  be  pro- 
vided. A  toilet,  trails  and  fishing  ramp  will  be 
installed  at  the  Chimney  Rock  campground  for 
people  with  disabilities. 

A  Crooked  River  Back  Country  Byway  display 
and  wayside  is  being  placed  just  outside  of 
Prineville.  There  will  be  a  formal  dedication 
ceremony  of  the  wayside  this  spring. 

In  1993,  the  BLM  redesigned  Castle  Rock  and 
Lone  Pine  sites.  Lone  Pine  was  split  to  include  a 
campground  and  day-use  area.  Bulletin  boards 
and  recreation  entrance  signs  were  installed. 
Preliminary  work  on  the  Rim  Trail  to  Chimney 
Rock  (just  outside  of  Chimney  Rock  camp- 
ground) was  begun.  Last  October,  a  volunteer 
clean-up  was  conducted. 


Middle  Deschutes/ 
Lower  Crooked  River 


&  North  Fork  Crooked 
River  Implementation 

During  1994,  a  citizen  stewardship  group  will  be 
formed  to  help  guide  activities  on  the  Middle 
Deschutes/ Lower  Crooked  Rivers.  Proposed 
projects  for  this  year  include  the  rehabilitation  of 
Steelhead  Falls  Recreation  Area,  but  only  after 
completion  of  an  Environmental  Assessment/ 
Project  Plan  and  upgrading  of  the  Hollywood 
Trail. 

On  the  North  Fork  Crooked  River,  a  fire/vegeta- 
tion plan  will  be  written,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Forest  Service,  to  bring  a  natural  fire  regime  to 
the  area.  The  goal  is  to  reestablish  healthy  and 
productive  ponderosa  pine.  Some  roads  will  be 
closed  inside  the  Wilderness  Study  Area  adjacent 
to  the  river.  Continued  monitoring  of  trails  and 
camping  will  occur. 

White  River  Planning 
Update 

The  BLM  Prineville  District  and  Mount  Hood 
National  Forest  recently  completed  the  environ- 
mental assessment  and  management  plan  for  the 
White  River.  This  document  analyzed  five  land 
management  alternatives  for  public  lands  within 
the  Wild  and  Scenic  River  corridor. 

The  proposed  land  management  alternative 
minimizes  development  on  public  lands  within 
the  corridor,  protects  river  values,  and  mini- 
mizes conflicts  between  public  land  users  and 
adjacent  landowners.  A  citizen  work  group 
helped  both  agencies  identify  issues  and  offered 
suggestions  for  developing  different  land  man- 
agement alternatives. 

The  public  comment  period  for  the  proposed 
action  concluded  January  10, 1994.  Both  agen- 
cies will  analyze  public  comments,  issue  the 
decision  notice,  and  begin  implementing  the 
final  management  plan  in  the  spring  of  1994. 
For  additional  information,  contact  Berry  Phelps 
at  the  BLM  (447-8723),  or  Di  Ross  at  the  Mount 
Hood  National  Forest  (328-6211). 


14 


Environmental  Assessment  Register 

Each  year  BLM  resource  specialists  identify  projects  which  will  enhance  or  maintain  resource  values  on  public 
land  within  the  Prineville  District.  In  addition,  requests  are  received  from  the  public  for  uses  of  the  public  land 
including  rights-of-zvay,  land  exchanges  and  recreational  events.  A  necessary  part  of  the  planning  for  these 
projects  and  use  authorizations  is  the  environmental  documentation.  The  following  table  lists  environmental 
assessments  (EAs)  projected  for  completion  during  fiscal  year  1994  and  which  have  not  appeared  in  previous 
planning  update  documents.  Maps  2, 3,  and  4  depict  the  location  of  each  of  these  projects.  Gaps  in  numerical 
sequence  occur  where  EAs  have  been  completed,  where  a  number  has  been  assigned  to  a  project  requiring  a 
Categorical  Exclusion  or  where  we  have  included  proposed  EAs  from  last  fiscal  year  which  have  not  been  in- 
cluded in  a  prior  EA  Register. 

If  you  would  like  to  be  involved  in  the  planning  process  for  any  particular  project  or  would  simply  like  to  receive 
a  copy  of  a  certain  EAfor  review,  note  the  EA  register  number  and  contact  the  District  Environmental  Coordina- 
tor. This  should  be  done  as  early  as  possible  to  allow  for  full  consideration  of  your  input. 

Some  additional  EAs  will  be  prepared  for  projects  not  listed  here.  This  is  because  BLM  can't  anticipate  all 
projects  or  use  authorizations  which  will  be  generated  by  public  demand.  Hoivever,  a  notice  of  availability  will  be 
published  for  all  EAs  and  Findings  of  No  Significant  Impact  (FONSIs).  These  notices  will  be  published,  each 
Thursday,  as  required,  in  the  Central  Oregonian,  the  local  Prineville  newspaper.  In  addition,  the  notices  will 
generally  be  published  in  whatever  newspaper  is  local  to  the  project.  This  will  enable  the  public  to  become 
involved  to  whatever  extent  desired  in  all  of  our  environmental  documentation  and  project  planning. 


EANo. 

EA  Name 

Project  Description 

Project 

Location/Map 

Reference 

Affected 
Special  Area 

Estimated 

Completion 

Date 

Allotment 
Evaluation 

Evaluations  of  allot- 
ments and  implemen- 
tation of  management 
for  salmon  restoration 

John  Day  and  De- 
schutes River  drain- 
ages. See  RPS  update 
for  more  info. 

4-6 

Cow  Canyon 
Juniper  Mgt. 
Project 

Control  juniper  for 
watershed  enhance- 
ment 

Willowdale 

None 

Spring  1994 

4-11 

Tenmile  Creek 
Land  Exchange 

Exchange  isolated 
tracts  of  public  land 
for  land  along  De- 
schutes River 

Tenmile  Creek  area 
near  South  Junction 

Lower  Deschutes 
W/S  River 

Summer  1994 

4-14 

Jensen /Mays 
Canyon  Water- 
shed Monitoring 
Devices 

Establish  watershed 
monitoring  devices  to 
determine  sediment 
discharge 

Tributaries  to  Camp 
Creek 

None 

Summer  1994 
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EA  No.       EA  Name 


Project  Description 


Project 

Location/Map 

Reference 


Affected 
Special  Area 


Estimated 

Completion 

Date 


4-18 


4-19 


4-20 


4-23 


4-24 


4-25 


4-26 


4-27 


4-28 


4-29 


4-30 


Sixteen  Canyon 
Riparian  Fence 

Gap  fence  to  enable 
livestock  management 
of  riparian  area 

Sixteen  Canyon  along 
Lower  Deschutes 
River 

Lower  Deschutes 
VV/S  River 

Spring  1994 

Harpham  Rat 
Recreation  Site 
Plan 

Plan/Develop,  for 
recreation  site 

Harpham  Hat,  south 
of  Maupin 

Lower  Deschutes 
W/S  River 

Spring  1994 

Rim  Trail 

Hiking  trail 

Chimney  Rock  area 

Lower  Crooked  W/ 
SRiver 

Summer 
1994 

Willow  Creek 
Fence 

Fence  to  control 
livestock  use  in 
riparian  area 

Willow  Creek  east  of 
Arlington 

Horn  Butte  Curlew 
ACEC 

Spring  1994 

Alaska  Pacific 
Reservoir  and 
Spring 

Reservoir  reconstruc- 
tion and  spring 
development 

East  of  Post 

None 

Spring  1994 

Black  Butte 
Stables 

Authorize  commercial 
horseback  riding  on 
public  land 

Cline  Buttes  and 
McKenzie  Canyon 
areas,  west  of 
Redmond 

None 

Summer 
1994 

Buck  Hollow 
Projects 

Two  spring  develop- 
ments and  2  mi.  fence 
construction  for 
watershed  manage- 
ment 

Buck  Hollow,  east  of 
Maupin 

None 

Summer 
1994 

City  of 
Redmond 
Effluent  Dis- 
posal 

Authorize  surface 
disposal  of  treated 
effluent 

Lower  Bridge  area, 
northwest  of 
Redmond 

None 

Summer 
1994 

Clausen  Fence 

Construct  1  mile  of 
fence  for  livestock 
management 

Clausen  Allotment 

Lower  Deschutes 
W/S  River 

Summer 
1994 

Cow  Canyon 
Allotment  Fence 

Construct  3  miles  of 
fence  for  livestock 
management 

Cow  Canyon,  near 
Willowdale 

none 

Spring  1994 

Criterion 
Projects 

Water  developments, 
fence  and  100  acres  of 
juniper  control  to 
enhance  management 
opportunities 

Criterion  Ranch  area 
south  of  Maupin 

Lower  Deschutes 
W/S  River 

Summer 
1994 
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EANo. 

EA  Name 

Project  Description 

Project 

Location/Map 

Reference 

Affected 
Special  Area 

Estimated 

Completion 

Date 

4-31 

Criterion 
Acquisition 

Acquisition  of  approx. 
9000  acres  through 
purchase  or  exchange 

Criterion  Ranch  area 
south  of  Maupin 

Lower  Deschutes 
W/S  River 

Summer  1994 

4-32 

Fence  Mainte- 
nance 

Maintenance  of 
livestock  management 
fence 

Sid  Seale  Allotment, 
west  of  Condon 

John  Day  W/S 
River 

Summer  1994 

4-33 

Ferry  Canyon 

Cattle/Wildlife 

Planting 

Vegetation  planting/ 
exclosure  for  wildlife 

Ferry  Canyon 

Lower  Deschutes 
W/S  River 

Spring  1994 

4-34 

Good  Deal 
Spring 

Develop  spring  for 

wildlife/livestock 

management 

Upper  Buck  Creek 
Allotment,  east  of 
Hampton 

None 

Summer  1994 

4-35 

Kelly  Canyon 
Juniper  Burn 
and  Spring 

30  acres  prescribed 
burning  for  watershed 
enhancement;  spring 
development  for 
wildlife  and  livestock 
management 

Camp  Creek  Com- 
munity Allotment, 
SW  of  Paulina 

None 

Summer  1994 

4-36 

Lower  De- 
schutes Tree 
Planting  Project 

Plant  trees  and  shrubs 
for  wildlife  habitat 

Lower  Deschutes 
River  and  Lake  Billy 
Chinook 

Lower  Deschutes 
W/S  River 

Spring  1994 

4-37 

Lower  Bridge 
AMP 

Development  and 
implementation  of 
management  plan 

Lower  Bridge 
allotment  west  of 
Redmond 

None 

Spring  1994 

4-38 

Maston  Fence 
and  Pipeline 

Gap  fencing  for 
riparian  management 
and  pipeline  to  replace 
livestock  water 

Maston  Allotment 
south  of  Eagle  Crest 

None 

Summer  1994 

4-39 

Matt  Day 
Exchange 

Land  exchange 

Horse  Ridge  area 
near  Millican 

None 

Fall  1994 

4-40 

Medusahead 
Burn 

Prescribe  burn  1440 
acres  to  restore  native 
plant  community 

Murderer's  Creek 
Allotment,  South 
Fork  John  Day  area 

Aldrich  WSA 

Summer  1994 

4-41 

Oregon  Military 
CO.  Training 
Site 

Change  in  use  of 
existing  Central 
Oregon  Military 
Training  Site 

Redmond 

None 

Summer  1994 

4-42 

West  Butte 
Guzzler 

Install  guzzler  for 
wildlife  water  source 

Top  of  West  Butte 

None 

Summer  1994 
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EANo. 

EA  Name 

Project  Description 

Project 

Location/Map 

Reference 

Affected 
Special  Area 

Estimated 
Completi 
Date 

4-43 

Pine  Gorge 
Juniper  Control 

Cut  500  acres  invasive 
juniper  to  improve 
watershed  conditions 

Salt  Creek  Allotment 
south  of  Prineville 
Res. 

None 

Summer  1994 

4-44 

Pine  Gorge 
Fence 

1  mile  pasture  fence  to 
improve  livestock 
management 

Salt  Creek  Allotment 
south  of  Prineville 
Res. 

None 

Spring  1994 

4-45 

Pinecrest/Sun 
Forest  Timber 
Sales 

Timber  sales 

LaPine 

None 

Spring  1994 

4-46 

Redmond  Caves 

Develop  Redmond 
Caves  into  park-like 
setting  for  day  use 

Redmond 

None 

Fall  1994 

4-47 

Sixmile  Spring 
Development 

Develop  3  springs  for 
wildlife /livestock 
management 

Sixmile  Creek,  SW  of 
Mikkalo 

None 

Summer  1994 

4-48 

Smith  Rocks 
Exchange 

Land  exchange 

Smith  Rocks  area,  NE 
of  Redmond 

None  but  near 
Smith  Rock  State 

Fall  1994 

Park 


4-49  Squaw  Creek  100  acres  juniper 

Juniper  Control      control  for  watershed 
enhancement 

4-50  St.  Claire  100  acres  juniper 

Juniper  Control      control  for  watershed 
enhancement 


Squaw  Creek  allot-        None 
ment  NW  of  Picture 
Gorge 

Soda  Creek  allotment    None 
near  Izee 


Fall  1994 


Fall  1994 


4-51  Thornburgh 

Right-of-Way 

4-52  Trough  Spring 


4-53  Williamson 

Creek  Firewood 
Sale 


Construction  of 
commercial  haul  road 

Reconstruction  of 
spring  for  wildlife/ 
livestock  management 

Authorize  cutting  in 
100-200  acres  of 
juniper  for  watershed 
enhancement 


East  slope  of  Cline         None 
Butte 

Tatum  Allotment,  None 

west  of  Condon 


SE  of  Alfalfa 


None 


Summer  1994 


Summer  1994 


Winter  1994 


The  following  environmental  assessments,  identified  in  previous  EA  Registers,  have  been  cancelled: 

1-3  East  Fork  Spring 

1-6  Davidson  Juniper  Cutting 

2-22  Eightmile  Canyon  Fence 

2-28  North  Fork  Crooked  River  Land  Exchange 

2-33  Millican  Valley  OHV  Events 

3-22  Mesa  Division  Fence 
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Volunteer 
Opportunities 


The  success  of  the  district's  volunteer  program  is 
evident  in  its  continued  growth  and  ability  to 
accomplish  many  on-the-ground  projects  and 
services.  In  the  past  year  (fiscal  year  1993),  1,415 
volunteers  worked  a  total  of  21,500  hours  which 
represented  a  $245,000  savings  in  contract  /labor 
costs  for  the  BLM.  The  BLM's  volunteer  pro- 
gram offers  a  wide  diversity  of  opportunities  for 
individuals  or  groups  to  assist  in  the  manage- 
ment of  public  lands.  It  also  facilitates  commu- 
nity outreach  partnerships  and  strengthens 
stewardship. 

Volunteer  opportunities  include  positions  as 
Campground  Hosts,  Recreation  Technicians  and 
Resource  Aides,  River  Rangers,  Back  Country 
Wilderness  Rangers,  Wildlife  Technicians,  Fish 
Technicians,  Range  and  Botanical  Assistants, 
Hydrology  Technicians,  and  Office  Assistants.  In 
addition  to  these  part-year  or  occasional  volun- 
teer positions,  the  BLM  offers  several  organized 
volunteer  events.  These  events  include  reward- 
ing work  such  as  river  clean-ups,  riparian  reha- 
bilitation projects,  guzzler  installation  projects, 
and  the  Adopt-An-Open-Space  program.  Some 
of  these  events  may  be  only  a  day  in  duration, 
others  may  occur  over  a  few  days  or  maybe 
several  days,  but  all  are  basically  short  term. 

A  detailed  listing  of  volunteer  opportunities  can 
be  found  in  the  1994  Oregon/Washington 
Volunteer  Opportunities  Catalog.  The  summary 
provided  below  describes  some  of  the  past 
year's  events  and  some  of  the  1994  individual 
opportunities/events. 


Campground  Hosts 

Nine  Campground  Hosts  gained  experiences  the 
summer  of  1993  that  will  last  their  lifetimes. 
Some  hosts  volunteered  for  only  four  weeks 
while  others  endured  (and  enjoyed)  the  entire 


summer.  Together,  these  volunteers  worked  a 
total  of  1,680  hours  greeting  campers,  providing 
information,  and  collecting  visitor  use  informa- 
tion. 

The  1994  volunteer  Campground  Host  opportu- 
nities are  available  for  individuals,  couples,  or 
families  at  several  campgrounds  throughout  the 
Prineville  District,  but  primarily  along  the 
Lower  Crooked,  Lower  Deschutes  and  John  Day 
Rivers.  These  spectacular  areas  boast  excellent 
fishing,  hiking,  nature  walking,  and  boating 
opportunities.  Campground  Hosts  welcome  and 
provide  information  to  campers,  conduct  educa- 
tional programs,  collect  visitor  use  information, 
conduct  resource  restoration  work,  and  maintain 
campground  facilities.  Hosts  should  enjoy 
working  with  people  and  living  in  remote  areas, 
without  utility  hook-ups. 

For  more  information,  please  contact  SuZan  Meiners 
or  Ed  Perault,  Prineville  BLM  District,  P.O.  Box 
550,  Prineville,  Oregon,  97754.  Or  call  SuZan  at 
(503)  447-8770,  or  Ed  at  (503)  447-4115. 


Recreation  Technicians! 
Resource  Aides 


The  summer  of  1993  brought  13  dedicated  and 
enthusiastic  Recreation  Technician  and  Resource 
Aide  volunteers  to  the  Prineville  District.  Some 
spent  several  days,  others  several  months. 
Among  the  projects  these  volunteers  completed 
were:  a  campground  inventory,  installation  of 
signs  along  a  Back  Country  Byway,  collection  of 
visitor  use  information,  posting  of  public  lands, 
monitoring  of  Wilderness  Study  Areas,  the 
inventory  of  potential  wilderness  areas,  repair- 
ing of  wildlife  guzzlers,  stream  surveys,  creating 
an  informational  display,  mapping  resources 
using  GIS,  reconstructing  historic  buildings,  and 
assisting  with  the  guide  and  outfitter  program. 

Recreation  Technicians  and  Resource  Aides  can 
be  either  individuals  or  organized  groups  with 
the  ability  to  perform  a  variety  of  duties  depend- 
ing on  interest  and  skill  level.  Tasks  may  include 
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those  described  above  as  well  as  conducting 
recreation  and  other  resource  inventories;  imple- 
menting environmental  restoration  work;  assist- 
ing with  interpretive/  environmental  education 
projects;  and  conducting  field  research  for 
fisheries,  botany,  wildlife,  range,  and  other 
resource  programs.  These  volunteers  should  be 
in  reasonably  good  physical  condition  and  enjoy 
working  with  people  as  well  as  alone  in  remote 
areas. 

For  more  information,  please  contact  SuZan  Meiners 
or  Ed  Perault,  Prineville  BLM  District,  P.O.  Box 
550,  Prineville,  Oregon,  97754.  Or  call  SuZan  at 
(503)  447-8770  or  Ed  at  (503)  447-4115. 


Other  Individual 

Volunteer 

Accomplishments 

•  John  Howell  of  Bend,  Oregon  and  three  other 
individuals  contributed  over  800  hours  con- 
ducting Wilderness  Study  Area  (WSA)  visitor 
contact  activities,  collecting  valuable  visitor 
use  information,  identifying  and  mapping 
roads  and  ways  within  WSAs,  and  providing 
assistance  to  interim  resource  management 
projects. 

•  Two  Student  Conservation  Association  (SCA) 
volunteers  contributed  620  hours  toward  the 
Prineville  District's  ongoing  range  program 
and  its  upward  trend-setting  hydrology 
program. 

•  Two  local  high  school  students  participated  as 
volunteers  in  the  Resource  Apprenticeship 
Program  for  Students  (RAPS).  Together,  they 
contributed  1,170  hours  assisting  a  number  of 
resource  specialists  while  gaining  valuable 
experience  for  career  development. 

•  Three  Administration  Assistant  volunteers 
contributed  500  hours  conducting  miscella- 
neous office  duties  while  enhancing  their 
skills  for  career  development. 


Eighteen  highly  motivated  individuals  partici- 
pated in  the  Prineville  District's  range,  wild- 
life, and  botany  programs.  Their  activities 
included:  collecting  sage  grouse  monitoring 
and  telemetry  data;  conducting  raptor  studies; 
and  assisting  resource  specialists  in  monitor- 
ing range  conditions  and  wildlife  habitat.  In 
total,  these  volunteers  contributed  more  than 
1,500  hours. 

Eight  individuals  seeking  career  development 
opportunities  contributed  over  1,100  volun- 
teer hours  collecting  data  on 
macroinvertebrates,  stream  typing,  and  fish 
population.  The  assistance  of  these  individu- 
als greatly  enhanced  the  ability  to  collect  on- 
the-ground  data  necessary  to  manage  riparian 
and  aquatic  habitat. 

Nine  individuals  wanting  to  learn  more  about 
cultural  and  paleontological  resources  contrib- 
uted 300  hours  to  assist  Prineville  District 
Archaeologists  in  several  projects. 


To  find  out  more  about  individualized  volunteer 
opportunities  offered  in  1993,  please  contact  SuZan 
Meiners  or  Ed  Perault,  Prineville  BLM  District,  P.O. 
Box  550,  Prineville,  Oregon,  97754.  Or  call  SuZan  at 
(503)  447-8770  or  Ed  at  (503)447-4115. 


Wickiup  Rideshare 
Center 


Central  Oregon's  first  Rideshare  Center  was 
constructed  the  fall  of  1993  on  public  lands  at 
Wickiup  Junction  near  LaPine.  The  Prineville 
District  recruited  and  coordinated  the  coopera- 
tion of  eight  public  and  private  agencies  to 
create  the  26-space  car  pooling  area.  The 
project's  goal  was  to  create  a  safe  and  regulated 
Rideshare  Center  and  eliminate  some  of  the 
problems  of  the  past.  The  area  had  been  used  as 
a  dumping  area  and  long-term  camping  area 
and  contributed  to  traffic  safety  hazards. 
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Wickiup  Rideshare  Center  dedication  ceremony. 


Nearly  60  volunteers  and  hosted  workers  con- 
tributed 1,250  hours  to  assist  in  development  of 
the  rideshare  center.  Deschutes  County  Works 
Department  contributed  more  than  $40,000  in 
time  and  machinery,  including  1,500  yards  of  fill, 
gravel  and  sealer.  The  Central  Oregon  Youth 
Conservation  Corps  volunteered  to  build  a  pole 
fence  around  the  facility.  LaPine  High  School's 
forestry  class  participated  in  BLM's  Adopt-An- 
Open  Space  Program,  pledging  to  remove  slash, 
and  keep  the  Rideshare  Center  Clean.  Midstate 
Electric  donated  used  telephone  poles  to  use  as 
parking  bumpers,  protecting  the  pole  fence. 
LaPine  Parks  and  Recreation  District  donated 
plants  and  landscaping.  The  Oregon  Depart- 
ment of  Transportation  and  the  Oregon  State 
Extension  Service  posted  Rideshare  signs  and 
promoted  the  Wickiup  Rideshare  Center. 
Projects  like  the  Wickiup  Rideshare  Center  offer 
a  variety  of  agencies  an  opportunity  to  achieve 


similar  goals.  The  Prineville  District  hopes  to 
host  more  coordinated  efforts  like  this  in  the 
future. 

To  find  out  more  about  future  multi-agency  volunteer 
efforts,  please  contact  SuZan  Meiners  or  Ed  Perault, 
Prineville  BLM  District,  P.O.  Box  550,  Prineville, 
Oregon,  97754.  Or  call  SuZan  at  (503)  447-8770  or 
Ed  at  (503)447-4115. 


Public  Lands  Earth 
Day/Adopt-An-Open 
Space  Program 

Taking  care  of  public  lands  was  the  focus  of 
more  than  130  volunteers  who  participated  in 


the  Public  Lands  Earth  Day  clean-up  event 
sponsored  by  the  Prineville  District  in  the  spring 
of  1993.  The  clean-up  took  place  in  the  Bend- 
Redmond-Sisters  area,  which  has  been  under 
increasing  pressure  from  a  variety  of  undesired 
activities  including  dumping  of  trash.  More 
than  700  bags  of  trash,  200  tires,  and  numerous 
appliances  and  large  items  were  removed  from 
11  remote  sites  and  numerous  locations  close  to 
neighborhoods. 

The  Public  Lands  Earth  Day  clean-up  was  the 
kick-off  to  a  newly  enacted  Adopt-An-Open 
Space  program  intended  to  bring  the  public  into 
a  more  active  role  in  the  stewardship  of  public 
lands  administered  by  the  BLM.  Through  the 
program,  participating  groups  and  individuals 
take  responsibility  for  chosen  areas  by  helping  to 
keep  them  clean,  recording  evidence  of  illegal 
activities  that  can  be  used  for  prosecution  pur- 
poses, providing  ideas  for  improving  the  man- 
agement of  the  area,  and  taking  pride  in  their 
special  caretaker  role  as  partners  in  the  manage- 
ment of  public  land. 

We  are  encouraging  more  groups  and/or  individuals 
to  get  involved  in  the  Adopt- An  Open  Space  pro- 
gram. Anyone  interested  in  participating  should 
contact  James  Sippel,  Prineville  BLM  District,  P.O. 
Box  550,  Prineville,  Oregon,  97754.  Or  call  James  at 
(503)447-8768. 


Other  Resource 
Rehabilitation  Events 
and  Projects 

•  Volunteers  representing  the  Ochoco  Chapter 
of  Trout  Unlimited,  Oregon  Department  of 
Fish  and  Wildlife,  and  local  residents  joined 
the  Prineville  District  fisheries  staff  to  plant 
bitterbrush,  cottonwood  and  willows  through- 
out the  Bridge  Creek  drainage  system.  About 
30  people  from  all  over  Oregon  participated. 
It  was  truly  a  family  event  with  ages  ranging 
from  5  years  old  to  65  years,  each  working 
side-by-side,  enjoying  the  outdoors  and  a 
chance  to  give  something  back  to  nature. 
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•  Approximately  105  students,  volunteering 
through  Portland's  Oregon  Museum  of  Sci- 
ence and  Industry  (OMSI),  contributed  over 
400  hours  collecting  paleontological  informa- 
tion to  be  used  for  class  instruction  and  BLM 
inventory  purposes.  This  excellent  project 
enhanced  public  land  stewardship  and  pro- 
vided a  better  understanding  of  paleontologi- 
cal resources. 

•  Forestry  students  from  LaPine  and  Gilchrist 
high  schools  planted  over  3,000  lodgepole 
seedlings  on  10  acres  of  public  land  that 
recently  had  been  burned  by  wildfire.  Al- 
though burned  lodgepole  units  regenerate 
naturally  in  the  LaPine  area,  the  severity  of 
the  burn  required  seedling  planting  to  help 
the  process  along.  Thanks  goes  out  to  the  17 
students  who  contributed  over  150  hours  in 
the  reforestation  project. 

•  Six  individuals  from  the  Central  Oregon 
Youth  Conservation  Corps  from  Bend,  Oregon 
assisted  recreation  and  forestry  crews  by 
contributing  360  hours  thinning  forest  areas 
and  bucking  up  poles  to  be  used  for  a  variety 
of  fence  projects.  This  volunteer  effort  saved 
the  BLM  over  $7,500  in  material  and  labor 
costs. 

•  Twenty  volunteers  gathered  near  John  Day, 
Oregon  the  summer  of  1993  to  develop 
Phillips  Spring.  The  volunteers  included 
representatives  of  the  Izee  Coordinating 
Planning  Group,  the  Governor's  Water  En- 
hancement Board,  Soil  Conservation  Service, 
Grant  County  Soil  and  Water  Conservation 
District,  Oregon  Department  of  Fish  and 
Wildlife,  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  and  a 
variety  of  private  landowners  The  spring  was 
developed  to  provide  additional  water  for 
livestock  and  wildlife.  In  addition,  the  volun- 
teer effort  allowed  private  landowners, 
agency  personnel,  and  interested  publics  to 
exchange  information  on  natural  resource 
issues  and  to  participate  in  a  hands-on  event. 

•  Fourteen  motivated  volunteers  assisted  the 
Deschutes  Resource  Area  wildlife  staff  by 


installing  two  wildlife  guzzlers,  including  can  do  for  the  public  lands and  what  they  can 

placement  of  holding  tanks  and  fencing  to  do  for  you. 

enclose  the  project.  Their  volunteer  effort 

greatly  supported  the  wildlife  program.  To  obtain  a  copy  of  the  1994  Oregon /Washing- 
ton Volunteer  Opportunities  Catalog,  call  (503) 

The  above  volunteer  projects  are  among  numer-  280-7033  or  (503)  447-4115.  For  more  specific 

ous  ongoing  efforts  designed  to  be  fun  and  information  regarding  the  Prineville  BLM 

rewarding,  and  to  give  the  public  a  chance  to  see  District's  Volunteer  Programs,  contact  Ed  Perault 

how  their  public  lands  are  managed.  Ween-  at  (503)  447-4115. 
courage  you  to  come  and  experience  what  you 
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